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deprive her of her dower lands. In 1499 Henry secured for
English cloth freedom from all duties within the Burgundian
dominions, except Flanders, and in 1506 he took advantage of
Philip's being driven by a gale into an English port, while on
his way to take up his wife's Spanish inheritance, to exact still
more favourable terms, whereby Flanders also was opened to
English cloth and the retail as well as the wholesale trade else-
where. This was called by the Flemings the MALUS INTER-
CURSUS ; but Philip's death next year put the power in the
hands of his sister Margaret as regent for his son, and she repudi-
ated the inequitable treaty, and the clause as to retail trading
was withdrawn.

In pursuance of the same policy Henry worked for commercial
treaties with places like Bordeaux, Denmark and Norway, Riga
(to break the Baltic monopoly of the Hanseatic League), Florence,
the Empire, France, Spain and Portugal. The last named
became increasingly important as the Cape route to India more
and more deflected from Italy the oriental trade, and Lisbon,
instead of Venice, became the general port of trans-shipment.
The treaties with Florence, by which he broke the Venetian
carrying trade, have already been mentioned.

With the Hanse Henry was usually struggling, and he stuck
manfully to the point that facilities for trade given to Germans
in England should be balanced by similar facilities for English
merchants in Baltic ports. He was not altogether successful
in this, for from 1504 onwards he was impeded by the necessity
of keeping the German free cities from haibounng Suffolk and
his plots for the Crown.

But, while he worked steadily to support the enterprise ot
English merchants and to win markets for them, he also saw
the necessity for a maritime state to do its own carrying trade.
With this end in view he did everything in his power to encourage
shipping, giving bounties for the construction of large ships,
building the first dry dock at Portsmouth, and preventing
foreign vessels from carrying English wool to the Netherlands.
Two NAVIGATION ACTS were passed in 1485 and 1488, by which